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1. The Book of Joshua is named after Moses’ successor who is the most prominent character within  

    this book. 

 

2.  The first five books in the Bible (Genesis thru Deuteronomy) describe the events that lead the Israelites 

 “up to” the Promised Land of Canaan. Joshua describes the events when the Israelites “enter into” the 

 Promised Land.  

 

 

3. The Central Message of The Book of Joshua is “The Victory of Faith” (Joshua 1:5, 1:9, 3:17). 

 

 “This is the VICTORY that overcomes the world, even our FAITH.” – 1John 5:4 

 

4. The book of Joshua can be divided into three major parts: 

 

 a. Entering the Land (Chapters 1 through 5):  

 

  1) Joshua Commissioned for Leadership (Chap 1) 

 

  2) Jericho Spied (Chap 2) 

 

  3) Jordan Crossed (Chap 3) 

 

  4) Memorials Raised (Chap 4) 

 

  5) The Seal of the Covenant (Chap 5) 

 

 b. Overcoming the Land (Chapters 6 through 12):  

 

  1) The Fall of Jericho (Chap 6) 

 

  2) The Sin of Achan (Chap 7) 

 

  3) The Conquest of the Land (Chap 8 through 12) 

 

 c. Occupying the Land (Chapters 13 through 24):   

 

  1) The Division of the Land (Chap 13 through 19) 

 

  2) The Cities of Refuge (Chap 20 through 21) 

 

  3) Joshua’s Farewell Address (Chap 22 through 24) 

 

 

 

 

5.  Author of the book of Joshua is considered to be “Joshua”, himself, or someone very close to him who 

 was instructed what to write by Joshua. Evidence to Joshua being the author includes: 



 

 a. The author had a keen knowledge of military strategy and we know Joshua was the military   

       commander and strategist that lead Israel’s campaign to capture the Promised Land. 

 

 b. The first person plural “we” is used frequently in the book (5:1, 5:6, 7:7, 8:5-6, 9:6, etc.). This means 

  the author of “Joshua” was an eyewitness of the events written in this book. 

 

 c. The last chapter actually says the Joshua wrote these words in the “Book of the Law” (24:26). 

 

 

6. The book of Joshua is believed to be written somewhere between 1380 to 1370 B.C. 

 

 

7. The book of Joshua was written for three major Purposes: 

 

 a. Historical Purpose:  To document how Israel conquered and divided up the Promised Land. Also, 

    to show that God was faithful in leading His people to conquer the promised 

    land as He has promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

 

 b. Doctrinal Purpose: Teaches all of Mankind at least 5 things: 

                        1) God keeps His promises, even those He makes hundreds of years in advance. 

    2) God is Holy and will eventually Judge wicked nations for their sin. 

    3) God is merciful and gracious (seen by how He saved Rahab & her family). 

    4) God is powerful and sovereign over the earth. No one can stop His will! 

    5) God will eventually allow all His children to possess their Promised Land. 

     

 

 

 c. Christological Purpose:  Use various things throughout the book to point to Jesus Christ: 

    1) The Name “Joshua” means “The Lord Saves” or “Savior”. 

    2) The Leadership of Joshua in guiding the Israelites to gain Victory over 

        their enemies and possess the Promised Land, ultimately points to Jesus 

       Christ guiding all of God’s children gaining Victory over Sin and  

       inheriting our Promised Land (i.e. “heaven”). 

 


