
On Monday evenings from February 18th to March 18th, Pastor Louis and Ruthanne 
Venable hosted “Parenting Children God’s Way” classes in their home at 1140 Woodrow 
Lane. During this 6 week course, 11 couples were given biblical parenting principals to 
apply in their homes from the Christian Volume Three Video Series “Parenting from the 
Tree of Life”. 
 
February 21st thru the 23rd, 32 members of our Loris FBC family participated in the 
Buck Creek Foundation’s BBQ Dinner fundraiser which raised over $32,500 to help get 
the “Hope Gardens” jumpstarted.  
 
From February thru March 2019, the Building and Grounds Committee contracted out a 
company to remove all the trees from Loris FBC’s corner lot near Spring Street and 
began filling it in with dirt to turn it from “wetlands” property to that which will be more 
useful to the church’s growth in the future. 
 
On March 6th thru 9th, members of our Loris FBC family had their pictures taken for a 
New Directory so that we could include all of the new families that have joined the 
church since the last directory was published. 
 
On March 30th, 11 “Men for Christ” spent 5+ hours working on various projects to assist 
the Buck Creek Foundation with their “Hope Gardens” project. 
 
Loris FBC exceeded their Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Goal of $2200 for 2019 by 
donating $2645 to support SBC National Missions efforts. 
 
Throughout April and May, the Homebound Committee purchased and distributed DVD 
players to many of our Loris FBC family shut-ins.  This will allow our elderly members 
who can no longer attend to watch and listen to all of our Sunday Morning worship 
services when they would like.  
 
On April 2nd, 12 Loris FBC members began the 8 week LOVE (Leading Others to 
Victory thru Evangelism) Training to learn how to visit and share the gospel with people 
in the Loris community. 
 
On April 4th, the Ladies “LACE” Ministry put together 145+ teacher appreciation gift 
bags that were delivered to the teachers and staff at Loris High School. 
 
From April 5th thru 7th, 25 of our Loris FBC youth participated in a “Discipleship Now 
Weekend” involving 5 churches and over 142 youth at the Garden City Chapel in 
Garden City, SC. The testimonies of the changed lives amongst the youth at the 
morning worship service at Loris FBC was inspiring and emotional as 4 of our youth 
rededicated their lives to Christ during this life-changing event. 
 
On April 19th, the Evangelism and Discipleship Committee launched a new “Mentoring” 
ministry at Loris FBC designed to have older men mentoring younger men and older 
women mentoring younger women. Pastor Louis began the “Men’s Mentoring” ministry 
by starting with three men who have committed themselves to be mentored for one year 
and then they each will begin mentoring at least one other man in 2020.  Pat Piver and 
Patty Sue Sanders are preparing to launch the “Women’s Mentoring” ministry in the fall 
of this year.  
 
On Sunday, May 12th, three new baby boys born to members within the Loris FBC 
family in 2018-19 were dedicated to Christ during our Mother’s Day Worship Service. 
 
From May 13th thru 20th, the members of Loris FBC sponsored Jacob Porter (one of  

our college students) to go on a Baptist Collegiate Ministries mission trip to Canada to 
help church planters in Nova Scotia to begin getting the gospel to two “unreached”  
colleges (Saint Mary’s University and Saint Francis Xavier University).  Jacob was able 
to connect with and share the gospel with several students while on this trip.  
 
On May 16th, the Ladies “LACE” members of Loris FBC put together over 200+ gift bags 
to show our appreciation to the hard working teachers and staff at Loris and Daisy 
Elementary Schools. 
 
On May 19th, the youth of Loris FBC invited the entire church family for an “open house 
and dedication” of their new “Underground” Youth Facility. This $20,000+ renovation of 
the basement turned this large flood damaged space into a beautiful and functional 
youth “hang out” and “discipleship” space complete with three separate discipleship 
areas, new student game equipment (ping pong, pool table, basketball, etc.), and new 
surround sound speakers and amplifiers. Over 70 adult members attended this “open 
house”. 
 
On May 27th, during our Memorial Day worship service, the Loris FBC family donated 
well over $2300 to purchase MP3 Bible Sticks for active duty U.S. military personnel so 
that they can listen to the bible while serving overseas in high stress areas. 
 
From June 10th thru the 13th, over 50 community children participated in Loris FBC’s 
“VBS Sports Camp” conducted at Loris High School. During these 4 days, children from 
Kindergarten to the 5th grade participated in various bible studies and crafts while also 
improving their basketball and cheerleading skills. On the closing night, over 300 people 
attended the “Basketball Tournament” where the gospel was shared to all in attendance 
while the teams of all ages showed off their talents as their families enjoyed a free hot 
dog meal provided by the Loris FBC family. At least 6 children made professions of faith 
during this camp. 
 
From June 15th to the 19th, 14 children were taken by Rev. Hunter Johnson and 6 
chaperones to Ridgecrest, NC to enjoy a Centri-Kid Camp. 
 
From June 23rd thru 28th, 19 members went on a mission trip to Maryville, Tennessee. 
They spent all week helping the staff of Camp Tipton conduct a middle school “youth 
camp” by conducting bible studies, crafts, and games.  In addition to this, the mission 
team from Loris FBC cut an almost 2 mile long “nature trail” in the mountain forest 
surrounding the camp property. It was officially named the “Loris Trail” by the Camp 
Tipton staff in honor of all the hard work it took to complete this massive project in less 
than one week. 
 
On July 13th, 8 “Men for Christ” spent 5+ hours working on various projects to continue 
assisting the Buck Creek Foundation with their “Hope Gardens” project. 
 
From July 15th thru 20th, 18 youth were taken by Rev. Hunter Johnson and 6 
chaperones to Camp Fuego in Louisiana to enjoy a week at Youth Camp. 1 youth 
rededicated his life to Christ while two youth made first time professions of faith in Jesus 
Christ to be their Lord and Savior! 
 
In July, several members of Loris FBC participated in Reclaim Ministry’s Summer 
Mission trip to New Orleans. They also stopped along the way in Panama City, Florida 
(an area ravaged by Cat 5 Hurricane Michael one year ago). While on the 8 day music 
mission trip, the 22 person group stopped to sing at the Victory House (a nursing home 
for veterans) and worked with the homeless in New Orleans Rescue Mission (as well as 
the homeless on the streets) to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to them through 
music, scripture, and random acts of kindness. 



Right after our 2018 Heritage Day, the “LACE” Ladies Ministry helped organize Loris 
FBC to put together 127 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child; 157 Christmas 
Stockings for our shut-ins and local nursing/assisted living homes; and 36 Thanksgiving 
meals that were delivered to our shut-ins in November.  
 
Loris First Baptist Church started preparations on our second annual Live Nativity Walk 
Through that was held on December 14th, 15th, and 16th. In addition to a real camel, 
three donkeys, two cows, and numerous sheep, the Live Nativity included five specific 
drama scenes from the angels’ announcement of Jesus’ birth to shepherds all the way 
to His death on the cross and ultimate resurrection from the grave. In spite of the rain 
and bad weather, over 100 members of the Loris FBC family participated in this effort to 
share the gospel with over 300 people in the community that attended this event over 
the three nights. 
 
Loris FBC exceeded their Lottie Moon Offering Goal of $2500 for 2018 by donating 
$3420 to support SBC Foreign Missions efforts. 
 
From January 9th thru April 3rd, on Wednesday evenings, Pastor Louis taught a series 
of lessons called “The Gospel in the Stars”. This 14 week study based on Psalm 19 
revealed how God created the 12 Major Astrological Signs to preach the gospel to the 
whole world years after year. 
  
From January 16th thru May 22nd, 20 volunteers to the Children’s Department helped 
conduct the Spring Semester of AWANAS for over 35 registered children from our 
church and the surrounding community. 
 
From January 20th thru April 28th, Loris FBC began the fifth semester of “The Journey”. 
This two year small group bible study is designed to help both new and seasoned 
believers stay on a path of spiritual growth to allow God to transform their thinking and 
actions to be more like Jesus Christ. 53 members participated in one of the four Journey 
study groups while 6 members, who have finished Journey IV, participated in our new 
Experiencing God discipleship Class. 
 
On February 1st, Loris FBC hosted the Gideon International Banquet in the Fellowship 
Hall. Over 100 people attended this dinner to honor the local pastors of churches that 
have volunteers in this evangelistic ministry and to collect donations from attending 
Gideons to purchase bibles to distribute all over the world. 
 
From February 5th to April 2nd, 17 members participated in leading the Spring Semester 
of the Good News Club at Loris Elementary School. Over 80+ children from 
Kindergarten age thru the 5th grade met on Tuesdays to sing, listen to bible stories, and 
play games as they were exposed to the “Good News” that Jesus Christ loved them 
enough to die for all of their sins so that they could be in heaven with Him one day. 11 
children made professions of faith in Jesus Christ over the course of this 9 week 
ministry. 
 
On February 17th, after a proposal by Dale Holt, the Church Council of Loris FBC voted 
to adopt the “Hope Gardens” project of the Buck Creek Foundation as an ongoing local 
mission’s project. “Hope Gardens” is a vision to reopen a closed nursery and transform it 
into a functioning workplace environment for young adults with special needs that are 
graduating from High School and need a place to develop independence and gain work 
experience and skills.  The Men for Christ agreed to lead the church in scheduling and 
advertising work days and projects to help this God-sized task to come to fruition. 

In August, the Evangelism and Discipleship Committee announced to the Loris FBC 
family that our “Journey” Discipleship Program will be  limited to just Journey Volume I 
going forward (due to the amount of duplication in material in Volumes II, III, and IV). For 
the Fall Semester beginning in September, the committee is offering a new “Mentoring” 
Training class and an introductory apologetics discipleship course called “Forensic 
Faith”. In addition, interested church members can also take part in our first “Financial 
Peace University” course designed by Dave Ramsey.  
 
On August 15th, members of the Ladies “LACE” Ministry put together over 300+ gift 
bags to be delivered to Loris High School and Middle School, as well as the Loris and 
Daisy Elementary Schools to encourage the teachers and staff for the upcoming school 
year. 
  
On Saturday, August 24th, from 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM, the Nominating Committee held 
Loris FBC’s first New Committee/Chairmen Training Day. Over 50 members attended 
this training where they were taught such things as the purpose for their committees, 
how to conduct basic committee meetings, how to manage their committee budgets, and 
the specific responsibilities of every committee chairman. 
 
From September 2nd thru 9th, Pastor Louis was in Israel checking on the new “House 
Churches” and “The Good Shepherd Baptist Church” in Nazareth that are sponsored by 
Loris FBC through UCAIM (United Christians for Arab Israeli Ministries). He preached 
nine times in 5 days and over 20 people made professions of faith in Jesus Christ from 
amongst this lost people group in Israel. 
 
On September 17th, 15 members participated in starting the Fall Semester of the Good 
News Club at Loris Elementary School. Over 80 children have enrolled and participated 
so far in this semester. 
 
On Saturday, September 21st, over 20 leaders of Loris FBC met for the second annual 
“Church Council Goal Setting Meeting”.  The result of this 4 hour sharing and discussion 
session was that Church Council agreed to 10 prioritized goals for 2020 that they 
believe the Loris FBC family needs to budget for and accomplish in 2020 so that we can 
continue to improve our ability to obey the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
 
From October 6th thru 11th, various members of Loris FBC attended and participated in 
joint UCAIM Revival Services for Israel with four other churches in Charleston, SC. 
Pastor Louis Venable was one of the revival speakers for this event which raised over 
$54,000 to support House Church Planting efforts amongst Arabs living in Israel. 
 
From October 23rd thru 27th, over 70 members of the Loris FBC family worked together 
to present the gospel through a Judgment House Drama to over 700+ visitors who 
attended.  During this event, we had at least 16 professions of faith in Jesus Christ and 
13 rededications.   
 

God has really blessed our church family in 2019!!! 



In 1881, a small group of Christians founded Pleasant Home Baptist Church and became a 
member of the Waccamaw Baptist Association in November of the same year. The name of 
the church was changed in 1919 to Loris Baptist Church and again in 1948 to its current name 
Loris First Baptist Church. 
 

The first building was erected across the street from the current location, and was referred to 
as the “Brush Arbor Church.” The first pastor, Reverend Daniel Boyd, donated a parcel of land 
on which to build a more permanent structure. This structure, a white frame building, served 
well until 1952 when the current brick building was begun and completed in December of 
1952. 
 

In 1958, a parsonage was built across the street from the church. In 1988 a new fellowship 
building was begun. It was completed and dedicated in 1989. Other renovations and 
improvements have included classroom additions, protective panels for the stained glass 
windows, a new roof for the main building, renovation of the basement of the main building to 
improve classroom facilities, as well as new pavement and curbing for the parking lot. 
 

Our Sanctuary underwent a complete renovation in 2003. Worship services were held in the 
fellowship hall during the process. Completion of the project was celebrated on Heritage Day 
in 2003. 
 

In 2005, the Filling Station next door to the church building was purchased and renovated into 
additional classrooms and dedicated in 2006. During the summer of 2007, the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee sponsored an Eagle Scout Project for Edward Teal, III. Money was 
donated by our church family and community to build a deck off the back of the Filling Station 
to be used for youth events.  
 

In 2010, the church parsonage was sold. In 2012, the nursery was relocated from the third 
floor to a newly renovated area in the basement. In 2012, we were able to retire the mortgage 
for the 2003 renovation. 
 

In August 2014, the playground located behind the Fellowship Hall was completely refurbished 
to create a safer place for children to play. The old railroad ties were removed and replaced 
with a concrete cinderblock wall. The sand was replaced with pea gravel, and finished by 
replacing the fence with a brand new black chain-link fence.  
 

In 2015, 300 engraved bricks were purchased by church members in memory and in honor of 
loved ones, in order to raise money for a new digital sign that was built in front of the 
Fellowship Hall. There are many benefits it provides, as we strive to advance the Kingdom of 
Christ in accordance to His will.  We are able to display and highlight our many ministry 
opportunities for not only our congregation, but our community as well. It was dedicated on 
Heritage Day 2015. 
 

In August 2016, the corner lot (0.37 acres) located on Highway 9 and Spring Street was 
donated to the church. 
 

In November 2016, a network video security system with alarm and video cameras were 
installed throughout the property. In March 2018, magnetic door locks were also installed on 
all three building doors for added security. 
 

It has been 138 years since our first small congregation organized into a church body. There 
have been many changes to our building and even to our name. One thing, however, has 
remained true -- our love for Jesus Christ and our dedication to His service! This love is 
reflected through the ministries of our congregation. 

Clyde Richardson 
03/05/1925 - 11/12/2018 

Mary Louise Boyd 
04/11/1930 - 11/21/2018 

Norma Bellamy Graham 
04/08/1938 - 03/02/2019 

Talmadge “Chip” Jacobs, Jr. 
10/03/1951 - 03/09/2019 

Eloise Cox 
10/05/1933 - 04/24/2019 

Peggy Joyce Todd 
11/28/1933 - 06/17/2019 

Homer “Buddy” Harrelson, Jr. 
10/06/1939 - 06/07/2019 

Jane Gore 
02/27/1951 - 06/29/2019 

Wilbur Arnette 
03/20/1937 - 08/31/2019 

Lillian “Dot” King 
04/16/1933 - 09/08/2019 

Henry D. Roberts 
01/02/1956 - 04/14/2019 



Loris First Baptist Church 
Past & Present Pastors 

Past & Present Musicians 

             Organists                             Pianists 
Dorothy Lay 1958-1972                       Dorothy Lay 1998-2017 
Babb Fowler 1972-present         Pam Harrelson 2012-2017 
            Linda Jordan 2017-present 

Past & Present Ministers of Youth and Children 
Jayson Hoagland 2002-2007               Amber Strickland 2008-2010 
Heather Hammond 2007-2008           R. Hunter Johnson 2010-present 
                                                                 

Past & Present Ministers of Music 

Daniel Boyd 1881 
G. F. Stanley 1884 
J. W. Todd 1897-1898 
Moses Pridgen 1899 
J. W. Todd 1900 
K. Barnes 1901 
H. H. Holmes 1902-1918 
S. J. Caines 1902-1918 
G. W. Stanley 1902-1918 
A.T. Rogers 1919 
W. T. C. Briggs 1920 
J. T. Goins 1921-1923 
H. C. Haddock 1924-1926 
James Long 1927-1928 
Rufus Ford 1929-1930 
H. D. Gober 1931-1933 
Frank Fisher 1934-1936 
B. Jernigan 1937-1940 
E. C. Kolb 1941-1944 
R. C. Goldsmith 1945-1952 

Frank Haynes 1953-1958 
James Foster 1959-1962  
Lester Branham 1963-1967 
Redden Thames 1967-1970 
Ben Broadway 1971-1980 
Eugene Scarborough 1980-1983 
George Lovell (interim) 1985-1986 
Kevin Skipper 1986-1990 
George Lovell (interim) 1990-1991 
Kirke White 1991-1993 
Lewis McCormick (interim) 1993-
1994 
Steve Miller 1994-1997 
Carl Compton (interim) 1997-1998 
Drew Jackson 1998-2006 
Carl Harris (interim)  2006-2008 
Larry Turner 2008-2013 
James Mezick (interim)  2013-2015 
Dr. Louis A.B. Venable, Jr. 2015-
present 

William Campbell 1964-1966       
Susan Milligan 1966-1968 
Betty Evans 1968-1969 
Dan Vincent 1970-1973 
Kaye Rogers 1973-1975 
Ray Phillips 1975-1979  
Nancy Grainger (interim) 1980-81 
Brad Weishaupt 1981-1987 
Phyllis Odle (interim) 1987-1988 
Rick Veazey 1988-1992 

Anne Jernigan (interim) 1992-1993 
Brad Weishaupt 1993-1998 
Joey Timms (interim) 1998-2000  
Edgar Horton 2000-2011 
Martin Workman (interim) 2011 
Anne Jernigan (interim) 2012-2013 
Jim Smith (interim) 2013-2017 
Todd Barnhill (interim) 2017-2018 
Bobby Huguley, Jr. 2018-present 

Loris First Baptist Church 
Girls Auxiliary - October 14, 1970 


