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1. The word Genesis means origin, source, birth, “beginnings”. 

 

2. The book of Genesis was written to tell us of the “beginning” of everything (except God!): 

 

 a. The beginning of the Created World (Gen 1:1-25) 

 

 b. The beginning of Man and Woman (Gen 1:26-Gen 2) 

 

 c. The beginning of Sin (Gen 3:1-7) 

 

 d. The beginning of Promise of Redemption (Gen 3:8-24) 

 

 e. The beginning of Family Life (Gen 4:1-15) 

 

 f. The beginning of Civilization (Gen 4:16-Gen 9:29) 

 

 g. The beginning of Nations (Gen 10 & 11) 

 

 h. The beginning of a Chosen People (Gen 12 thru 50) 

 

3. The book of Genesis can be divided into two major parts: 

 

 a. Four Major Events: 

 

  1) The Creation  (Chapters 1 & 2) 

 

  2) The Fall of Man (Chapters 3 & 4) 

 

  3) The Flood (Chapters 5 through 9) 

 

  4) The Tower of Babel (Chapters 10 & 11) 

 

 b. Four Major Persons: 

 

  1) Abraham – “the man of faith”  (Chapters 12 through 23) 

 

  2) Isaac – “the beloved son” (Chapters 24 through 26) 

 

  3) Jacob – “whose name was changed to Israel”  (Chapters 27 through 36) 

 

  4) Joseph – “life of suffering and glory” (Chapters 37 through 50) 

 

4.  Author of the book of Genesis is Moses, according to Jesus Christ (John 5:46; Luke 24:27) 

 

 



5. The book of Genesis was written for Israel so that all mankind could know three important things: 

 

 a. Origin of Man  (Where did I come from?) 

 

 b. Purpose of Man (Why am I here?) 

 

 c. Destiny of Man (Where am I going?) 

 

6. Genesis accomplishes three major Purposes: 

 

 a. Historical Purpose:  It encouraged Israel while this nation was wandering in the wilderness after 

                                        being slaves in Egypt for over 430 years. It reminded them that they were 

                            inheritors of the PROMISES made to their ancestors (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob).  

 

 b. Doctrinal Purpose: Teaches all of mankind that God is the originator of all creation and that He 

                                      created everything originally as “very good”.  Genesis also teaches that it was 

                                      man who “sinned” against God and brought death and evil into the world, so 

                         God begins to show how He is going to save mankind from their sins by sending 

                                     a special “seed” (Gen 3:15) through a chosen “bloodline” (Gen 12:1-3). 

 

 c. Christological Purpose:  Teaches that the promised “seed” ultimately points to Jesus Christ as being 

                                            the Savior of the world who came from the “bloodline” of Seth (Gen 4:25),  

                                       Shem (Gen 9:27, 11:10-26), Abraham (Gen 12:3), Isaac (Gen 21:12), Jacob 

                                            (Gen 25:23), Judah (Gen 49:10), and a “virgin” (Luke 1:26-38). 


